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REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST AND HISTORIOGRAPHER 


During this brief period before an eventual global war, there are a few 
‘j important matters which no parish and no diocese—least of all our vul- 
‘aa @ nerable Eastern dioceses—can afford to ignore. Thanks to a canon law 
ee LORIE The operating throughout the English Church in the middle ages, the episcopal 
- registers from the middle of the twelfth century were carefully kept and 
have survived. Most of them today are in print and are rich in Church 
lore and personality. Some of Chaucer’s Canterbury pilgrims stalk through 
the Bishop’s court and appear in the Latin summaries of his right-reverend 
judgments. Thank to an Elizabethan canon law, baptisms and other sacra- 
mental acts had to be registered in stout books, kept within the parish 
precincts, the basis of our own canon law on. records, so that today it is 
easier to secure a certificate of Shakespeare’s baptism, of April, 1564, than 
it is to get one for Agatha Smithwick, baptized in 1875 in some of our 
parishes. Thanks to a patriotic organization in Connecticut, during the last 
fifteen years, any parish in the state, with a register of sacramental acts, 
no longer in active use, may have it photostated without charge, and cared 
for without charge. The original or the photostat is donated to the co- 
operating parish. A great many of the far-sighted business men on our 
vestries have already jumped at this opportunity to have precious records 
of their church life photographically copied the better to insure survival. 
We beg you all to look to the safety, that is, to the duplication, of your 
important records at once. 

A new policy, being established at the Archives this year, attempts to 
scatter duplicated records. For example, if the original of any manuscript 
be kept in Hartford, the copies or the photostats must not be allowed to 
remain here. They must be shipped promptly to some other town, to some 
other depository. (We are even planning to build up a duplicate collection 
underground.) 1 wish we had more funds, for we should like to put upon 
filmstrips several thousands of our precious early letters, most of which 
are still unknown to historians. In a limited way, we shall continue in the 
Historiographer of the Diocese of Connecticut, the new periodical to which 
we introduced you at the last convention, to reproduce some of our rarest 
documents, and in the near future, we hope to reproduce especially the 
famous Seabury documents, recently discovered at the General Seminary 
and made available to us, in photostats, through the courtesy of Mrs. 
George Goss. 

But our most important new policy concerns history in the making. It is 
essential that year by year each parish assist us in the compilation of its 
ongoing history. Three centuries hence, the parish life of our day can be 
more easily captured through files of yearbooks and bulletins than through 
3aptismal registers. The Case Memorial Library is wisely making every 
effort and as fast as it can, to build up files of the literature current in 
Connecticut Congregational parishes. In this connection and from an 
archival viewpoint, the most advanced Anglican Diocese in America is 
that of Massachusetts, whose canon law requires each priest with cure 
to appoint a Parish Historian—not to write history—but to gather it, and 
to transmit once or twice yearly to the Diocesan Archives a sheaf of the 


The Seal of the Society for the newspaper clippings, bulletins, yearbooks, minstrel programs, and pictures 
Propagation of the Gospel, the ac- that belong to that year. And these “historians” form a Diocesan Organiza- 


tion, alert to safeguard valuable records everywhere. Laity want to serve 


First Building, 1752. 


tivities of wish strategically the Church, but we often say we haven’t jobs enough. This new office can 
prepared the ground for the organi-~ be a most important one for an able layman, for clergy who have parish- 
zation of the present Diocese of ioners of unusual devotion, and for us in the Diocesan Ark as well. We are 
Connecti cut-~----t he first see in asking rectors voluntarily to appoint such a person as a “collector” of cur- 


rent history and to transmit to us for a roster which, in the fall, we hope 
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In the Jewish Midrash, the rabbis say that the rock from which Moses 
rought forth water, continued to satisfy the Israelites by rolling along 
1rough the desert after them. That is a delightful mythological statement 
f the fact..God’s grace did follow them—He continued their Ebenezer— 
le rock of their help. St. Paul even refers to that legend when he says 
vat the Israelites all ate of that same spiritual bread (manna) and drank 
f that same spiritual rock that rolled along after them, and, though they 
new it not, that Rock was Christ. We must see that our policies and tradi- 
ons are maintained today. Our most important task is to gather con- 
emporary parish history for use centuries hence. Will you kindly keep 
iat rock of tradition rolling along? 

KENNETH W. CAMERON 

Archivist and Historiographer 


William Agur Beardsley, Registrar 
from 1917 to 1946 


In the right-hand column appears an extract from 


the [Purdie and Dizon} Niresinig Gazette for Apre 


L, 1775. The plight of ons of our Church women, 
1er trial, and the consequences thereof will, 

loubtless, interest our readers. (the photostat 
wa8 aupplied us by the Rev. Ge MacLaren srydon, 
eDe, Registrar and Historiographer of the Dio- 


sese of Virginia.) 


CRANVILLE Cony, NORTH CAROLINA, 
FoeruaryY 19, 1773. 

D-parzed this Life, im the fiftieth Year of his Age, Taowas Low 
Ts trmcr, after along Series of Drurkennefs. Jt may with Truth be 
frid, that no Man ever died lefe regretted: The Sound ot his laft Trumpet 
oe & general Joy to all his Friends, as weil as thofe who had the Mif- 

ane to he of his Acquaintance. Take Head, ye Sons of Bacchus, chac 
when Death comes with his Sammons you may mot be catched napping ; 
&, you fee, was the Cafe with Ms. J himbie. 


GLOUCESTER, April 1, 1773. 
HAVE a BRIG that will fail in three Wecis for 
Madeira, and shall be much obli:ed to any Genite- 
men who may want Wines from thence to favour me 
with their Commands. JOHN PERRIN. 


frm the ESSEX GAZETTE. 


To we PRINTER. 
By inferting the following (:!.ouch of an ancicne Date) you will doube- 
kefs oblige many of your Reade:s, befides yours, &c. 


The Sp ech of Mifs Porry Bacer, before a Court of Judicature, at 
ConacHicat, sar Boffon, in New Engiand ;, wlere poe was pe ofecuted, bbe 
fire Time, for baving @ Bafisrd Child. 


AY it pleafe the Honou: able Bench to ladulge me in a few Words. 
1am 8 poor unhappy Woman, who have no Moary to fes Law- 
to pleed for me, being hard put to it to get @ tolerable Living. I 
thal) aot trowble your Honours with long Speeches; for I heve not the 
Pref{umption to expeft that you n.sy, by any Means, be prevailed on to 
deviate in your Sentence from the Law in my Favour. Ali I hembly 
hope is, that your Honours would charitably move the Covernour’s Goods 
nf on my Behall, thacnry Fine may be remitted. This is the 6th Time, 
Gentlemen, that I have becn dragged before your Court on the fame Ac~ 
count; twies have I paid heavy Fines, and twice have been brought 
to publick Punithment, for Want of Money to pay thofe Fines. This 
may have been agreeable to the I.aws, and I do nct difpute 3 bet Gree 
Laws are fometimes unreafonable in thernfe!ves, and t repealed, 
and others bear too hard on the Subje@ in partic:lar Circumftances, and 
terefore there is left a Pewer ( mewhar co diij cnfe wit the Precution 
ef them, I take the Liberty to fay that J think this Law, by which Jam 
perthed, is both unreafonable in iifelf and particularly fevere with Re- 
gad to me, who have always lived an inoffenfive Life in che Neighbour- 
hood where | was born, and defy my Enemues (if I have amy) to fay I 
ever wronged Mas, Woman, or Child. Abftraéted from the Law, I 
cannes Conceive, may it pleafe your Honours, what the Nature of my Of- 
fence ts. I have brought five fine Children ieto the World, at the Rifk 
of my Life ; I have maintair ed them well hy my own Induftry, without 
burth.ning the Townthip, and would have done it better if it had noe 
been for the heavy Charges and Fires] have naid. Can it be a Crime in 
me (in the Natwre of Things J satan} to addto the Numbe=r of the Korx’s 
SyhycQs, in a new Country, that rea!ly wants People? J o-vn t, | thould 
thing it @ Praifeeworthy sather tian a punifhable Aion. I have debauched 
no other Woman's Hulband, nvr enticed any Youth. T' of Th.acs § 
ecver was charged with; nor has any cne the ke-ft Cause of Complaint 
pagan] me, unlefs perhaps, the hiinutter, or Juice, becaufe | hav. had 
ClJdrca wighout being marsied, by which they have w did a Wedding 
Fee. Bus.can this bea Fault of mine? J appeal to your fionours. You 
ace pleated to allow § do not want Serfe, but I malt be ftupined to tne 
Jat Degree not to prefer the honourable Szate of Wedlcck to the Coundi- 
tiond have livedin. J always was, and filam, wi ing to enter into it, 
aod doubt hut my behaving well in it; having al! che Induftry, Frugality, 
Fertility, and Skill in Economy, appertaining to a gocd Wilc's Caaza ‘ter. 
I dcfy say Pe: fon to fay I ever reff-d an Offer of tha: Sort; cn the c_n- 
tfary, 4 readyly confented to the osly Prupofal of Marrlace that cver was 
made me, which was when I was a Virgin; bet too eafily confiding in 
the Perfott’s Sincerity that made it, I uobappily loft my own Hooour, by 
trufting to his, for he got me with Child, and then forfook me. That 
very Perfon you all know ; he is now become a Magiftrate of this County, 
and £ bad Hopes he would have appeared this Day on the Beach, and 
have endeavoured to moderate the Court in my Favcpr. Then I thould 
have fcorned to mention it; but ] muft now complain of it, as unjuft ad 
wnequal, that my Betrayer and Undoer, the Grft Cauk of all my Fauiis 
and Mifturrlages (if they muft be deemed fuch) fhould be advanced to 
Honour and Power in the Government, that punifhes my Misfortunes 
with § and Infamy. I thould be told, it ts like, that, were there 
no At of Affembly in the Cafe, the Precepts of Religion are violated by 
my Tratfgrefions. If ming is a religious Offence, leave it to religious 
Voniments. Wow have already excluded me from the Comfores of yous 
Crinh Communion: Js not aot that fafficient? You helieve I have 
offended Héaven, and muft fuffer eternal Fire: Will not that be fuffi- 
ceot? What Need is there then of your additional Fines, .and Whip- 
Hig? ftwa, I do not think as you do; for, if I thoaght- what you call 
Sin-wos roelly fach, J eould neot-prefemptucetiy-commieit.- But can it be 
believed that Heaven is anery a my having Children, weg, to the little 
done by tne towards ft, God has been pleafed to add his divine Skill, 
and sdeweable Workensnthip, in the Formation of their Bodics, and 
crowned: ia, by furnithing them with rational and immértal Souls? = For- 
five ma. Ginelomen, if I talk a Betks extravagantly oa the Matton. I 
an no Divine; but if you, Gentlemen, muft be meking Laws, do not 
ture natured agd useful Adtions into Crimes, by your Prohibitions. But 
take incu your wife Vopficeratiog the great sed growiog Namber of Ba- 
chelors tn the Country, many of whom, from the mean Fear of the Ex- 
penig¢o? g Family, bave never Gacerly and hooaurably coasted a Woman 
in theic Life; aad, io their Manacr of Living, leavé unprovided (which 
is little heitar then Murder) Hundreds of their Pofterity to the thou- 
fandtin Genoration. Ip not tiis a greater Oifence againft the publick 
Cu Uian mine? Compel then then, by Law, either to Marriage, o¢ 
$o pay double the Fine of Foriication every Year. . What muft poor 
poung Women do, whom Cyft.m has forbid to folicit the Men, and 
who cannot force themicives upon Huthands, when the Laws take 20 
Care to provide them any, and yet feverely Punith them if they do their 
Duty without them! che Duty of the Grit and great Command of Na- 
ture, and of Nature's God, Imcreafe and multiply; & Duty, from the 
fleady Perionmance of which nothing has been able to deter me, but, for 
its Sake, I have hagarded the Lofs of thé publick Efleem, and have fre- 
Quently endu.ed publick Difgrace and Punifament ; and therefore ought, 
io my |umble Opinion, iafMead of a Whippung, to have a Statue erected 
a Memory. dipef b ber Porifom ae 
bis Sprecés inflecnced the Ciurt to difpenfe with ber Puwifbment, end induce 
on¢ ey ber oie te marry ber the next Day, by whom foe bed fften 
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YALE UNIVERSITY CONFERRSD THE 

DEGRHSB OF MASTER OF ARTS ON 

SAMUBL SHABURY, Septenbder 11, 1751. 
(This is one of the docwments recently 


discovered at the General Theological 
Seminary in New York City.) 
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Island, but he died of smallpox a week follow 


and was buried in ingland. 


The S.PeGe assigned Johye 


who declared for Bpiscopacy, resigned their 
Brow sailed with Samuel Johnson and Timothy 
about to be opened in Soston. 


by the Bishop of Norwich. 
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Gant mission at Bristol in Rhode 


» Cutler to the new Christ 
Secomi ordination, on saster even, 


Daniel Brown was one of the Yale Congregationalists 
tutorial posta, and sought ordination in Bngland 


Cutler, ad was elevated to the priesthood 
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